
How to Have a God-Filled Summer 
Ezra 7-8 

 
1. Take your _____________________ 

Know God’s hand – 7:6, 9, 14 
 

2. Don’t miss ____________________ 
Be God’s hands – 7:28; 8:18 
 

3. Stay _______________ 
By God’s hand – 8:22, 31 

 
Ezra 7  
1After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra son of 
Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, 2 the son of Shallum, the son 
of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 3 the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son 
of Meraioth, 4 the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki,5 the son 
of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 
chief priest— 6 this Ezra came up from Babylon. He was a teacher well 
versed in the Law of Moses, which the Lord, the God of Israel, had given. 
The king had granted him everything he asked, for the hand of the Lord his 
God was on him. 7 Some of the Israelites, including priests, Levites, 
musicians, gatekeepers and temple servants, also came up to Jerusalem in 
the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. 

8 Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year of the 
king.9 He had begun his journey from Babylon on the first day of the first 
month, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, for the 
gracious hand of his God was on him. 10 For Ezra had devoted himself to the 
study and observance of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees 
and laws in Israel. 

11 This is a copy of the letter King Artaxerxes had given to Ezra the priest, a 
teacher of the Law, a man learned in matters concerning the commands and 
decrees of the Lord for Israel: 
12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, 
To Ezra the priest, teacher of the Law of the God of heaven: 
Greetings. 
13 Now I decree that any of the Israelites in my kingdom, including priests and 
Levites, who volunteer to go to Jerusalem with you, may go. 14 You are sent 
by the king and his seven advisers to inquire about Judah and Jerusalem 
with regard to the Law of your God, which is in your hand.15 Moreover, you 
are to take with you the silver and gold that the king and his advisers have 

freely given to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16 together 
with all the silver and gold you may obtain from the province of Babylon, as 
well as the freewill offerings of the people and priests for the temple of their 
God in Jerusalem. 17 With this money be sure to buy bulls, rams and male 
lambs, together with their grain offerings and drink offerings, and 
sacrifice them on the altar of the temple of your God in Jerusalem. 
27 Praise be to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, who has put it into the 
king’s heart to bring honor to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem in this 
way28 and who has extended his good favor to me before the king and his 
advisers and all the king’s powerful officials. Because the hand of the Lord 
my God was on me, I took courage and gathered leaders from Israel to go 
up with me. 

Ezra 8  
These are the family heads and those registered with them who came up 
with me from Babylon during the reign of King Artaxerxes: 
15 I assembled them at the canal that flows toward Ahava, and we camped 
there three days. When I checked among the people and the priests, I found 
no Levites there. 16 So I summoned Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, 
Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah and Meshullam, who were leaders, and Joiarib 
and Elnathan, who were men of learning, 17 and I ordered them to go to Iddo, 
the leader in Kasiphia. I told them what to say to Iddo and his fellow Levites, 
the temple servants in Kasiphia, so that they might bring attendants to us for 
the house of our God. 18 Because the gracious hand of our God was on us, 
they brought us Sherebiah, a capable man, from the descendants of Mahli 
son of Levi, the son of Israel, and Sherebiah’s sons and brothers, 18 in 
all;19 and Hashabiah, together with Jeshaiah from the descendants of Merari, 
and his brothers and nephews, 20 in all. 20 They also brought 220 of the 
temple servants—a body that David and the officials had established to 
assist the Levites. All were registered by name. 

21 There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might humble 
ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our 
children, with all our possessions. 22 I was ashamed to ask the king for 
soldiers and horsemen to protect us from enemies on the road, because we 
had told the king, “The gracious hand of our God is on everyone who looks 
to him, but his great anger is against all who forsake him.” 23 So we fasted 
and petitioned our God about this, and he answered our prayer. 

31 On the twelfth day of the first month we set out from the Ahava Canal to go 
to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he protected us from 
enemies and bandits along the way. 32 So we arrived in Jerusalem, where we 
rested three days. 

 


